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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-19 are pending and have been examined. The priority date considered for the 
application is 3 May 2001. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract must not exceed 1 50 
words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: The phrase "to resolve 
unresolved component" recited in lines 5 and 6 of the claim should likely be replaced with —to 
resolve an unresolved component-. Appropriate correction is required. The claim has been 
interpreted assuming this correction to be made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 6, 7, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 6 and 1 1 recite the limitation "wherein loading the module comprises" in lines 1 
and 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. The parent claims 
(claims 5 and 10, respectively) recite, for example, resolving an unresolved module, loading an 
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application, resolving a component, and resolving a pending import requirement. Claims 5 and 
10 do not recite, specifically, "loading a module/' 

Claims 7 and 12 are dependent upon claims 6 and 11, respectively, and are therefore 
indefinite for at least the same reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 
6,542,167 to Darlet et al. (hereinafter "Darlet"). 

With respect to claim 1, Darlet discloses a module for use with an application program 
for use in a data processing system (see the title and abstract), the module comprising: 

(a) an export/import list (see column 3, line 64 to column 4, line 7, which shows a list of 
symbols defining entry points into a module, i.e. an export list, and column 4, lines 39-53, which 
shows a list of external symbol references, i.e. an import list); and 

(b) a loader helper function, wherein the loader helper function is callable by a loader to 
resolve an unresolved component (see column 6, lines 35-49, which shows a procedure, i.e. a 
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helper function, for resolving unresolved symbols or components during linking, and column 3, 
lines 10-22, which shows that linking may comprise loading). 

With respect to claim 2, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein the export/import 
list includes at least one of an imported function and an exported function (see column 3, line 64 
to column 4, line 7, which shows that the list includes a function that may be called, i.e. an 
exported function that may be imported, and column 4, lines 39-53, which shows an external 
symbol reference, i.e. an imported symbol or function). 

With respect to claim 3, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein the unresolved 
component is an unresolved module (see column 6, lines 35-49, which shows resolving 
unresolved symbols, and column 3, line 64 to column 4, line 7, which shows that the unresolved 
symbols are defined in a module, i.e. an unresolved module). 

With respect to claim 4, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein the unresolved 
component is an unresolved export (see column 6, lines 35-49, which shows resolving 
unresolved symbols, and column 3, line 64 to column 4, line 7, which shows that the unresolved 
symbols define entry points, i.e. unresolved exports). 6 

With respect to claim 5, Darlet discloses a method for resolving an unresolved module 
required by a loader in loading an application (see the title and abstract, and column 2, lines 52- 
65), the method comprising: 

(a) determining that a component is unresolvable by the loader (see column 5, lines 36- 
49, which shows determining that a symbol or component cannot be resolved); 
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(b) calling a loader helper function to resolve the component (see column 6, lines 35-49, 
which shows a procedure, i.e. a helper function, for resolving unresolved symbols or components 
during linking, and column 3, lines 10-22, which shows that linking may comprise loading); and 

(c) responsive to the loader helper function resolving the component, using the 
component to resolve a pending import requirement (see column 6, lines 50-67, which shows 
using the resolved symbol or component definition to resolve a pending reference, i.e. a pending 
import requirement). 

With respect to claim 6, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein loading the 
module comprises, responsive to a determination that the component is unresolvable by the 
loader helper function, calling a loader helper function in another module to aid in resolving the 
component (see column 6, lines 8-26, which shows aiding in the resolution of the symbol or 
component by retrieving symbol definitions established by other modules, i.e. from the helper 
function in association with the other modules; see also column 5, line 66 to column 6, line 7, 
which further shows reference data for each module that imports a symbol or component). 

With respect to claim 7, Darlet further discloses, responsive to the loader helper function 
in another module resolving the component, using the component to resolve a pending import 
requirement (see column 6, lines 50-67, which shows using the resolved symbol or component 
definition to resolve a pending reference, i.e. a pending import requirement). 

With respect to claim 8, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein the component is 
a module (see column 6, lines 35-49, which shows resolving unresolved symbols, and column 3, 
line 64 to column 4, line 7, which shows that the symbols are defined in a module). 
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With respect to claim 9, Darlet further discloses the limitation wherein the component is 
an export (see column 6, lines 35-49, which shows resolving unresolved symbols, and column 3, 
line 64 to column 4, line 7, which shows that the symbols define entry points, i.e. exports). 

With respect to claim 10, the recited limitations are analogous to those of claim 5. See 
the explanation for claim 5 set forth above. Note that Darlet further discloses a computer 
program product in a computer readable media for use in a data processing system comprising 
instructions for performing the recited method (see column 2, line 66 to column 3, line 50). 

With respect to claim 1 1, see the explanation for claim 6 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 12, see the explanation for claim 7 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 13, see the explanation for claim 8 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 14, see the explanation for claim 9 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 15, the recited limitations are analogous to those of claim 5. See 
the explanation for claim 5 set forth above. Note that Darlet further discloses a system for 
performing the recited method (see column 2, lines 17-25). 

With respect to claim 16, see the explanation for claim 6 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 17, see the explanation for claim 7 set forth above. 

With respect to claim 18, see the explanation for claim 8 set forth above. 
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With respect to claim 19, see the explanation for claim 9 set forth above. 



Conclusion 



8. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. U.S. Pat. No. 5,812,848 to Cohen discloses a system for resolving service requests to 
dynamically linked modules comprising import and export data. U.S. Pat. No. 5,495,612 to 
Hirayama et al. discloses a system for resolving unresolved external references in load modules. 



examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (703) 305-0352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



9. 
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